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The Englishman can get along with sex quite perfectly so long as he can pretend that it
Isn't sex but something else.

- Agate, James

Sex is the most fun you can have without laughing.

- Allen, Woody

A Bay Area Bisexual told me | didn't quite coincide with either of her desires.

- Allen, Woody

You have to see the sex act comically, as a child.

- Auden, W. H.

Any idiot can get laid when they're famous. That's easy. It's getting laid when you're not
famous that takes some talent.

- Bacon, Kevin

Sex -- the great inequality, the great miscalculator, the great Irritator.

- Bagnold, Enid



The question of sexual dominance can exist only in the nightmare of that soul which has
armed itself, totally, against the possibility of the changing motion of conquest and
surrender, which is love.

- Baldwin, James

| believe that organic sex, body against body, skin area against skin area, is becoming no
longer possible, simply because if anything is to have any meaning for us it must take
place in terms of the values and experiences of the media landscape. What we're getting
is a whole new order of sexual fantasies, involving a different order of experiences, like
car crashes, like travelling in jet aircraft, the whole overlay of new technologies,
architecture, interior design, communications, transport, merchandising. These things are
beginning to reach into our lives and change the interior design of our sexual fantasies.
We've got to recognize that what one sees through the window of the TV screen is as
important as what one sees through a window on the street.

- Ballard, J. G.

I've tried several varieties of sex. The conventional position makes me claustrophobic and
the others give me a stiff neck or lockjaw.

- Bankhead, Tallulah

Sex pleasure in woman is a kind of magic spell; it demands complete abandon; if words or
movements oppose the magic of caresses, the spell is broken.

- Beauvoir, Simone De



Embraces are cominglings from the head even to the feet, and not a pompous high priest
entering by a secret place.

- Blake, William

For once you must try not to shirk the facts: mankind is kept alive by bestial acts.

- Brecht, Bertolt

If the devil were to offer me a resurgence of what is commonly called virility, I'd decline.
Just keep my liver and lungs in good working order, I'd reply, so | can go on drinking and
smoking!

- Bunuel, Luis

It is true from early habit, one must make love mechanically as one swims; | was once
very fond of both, but now as | never swim unless | tumble into the water, | don't make
love till almost obliged.

- Byron, Lord

We do not go to bed in single pairs; even if we choose not to refer to them, we still drag
there with us the cultural impedimenta of our social class, our parents lives, our bank
balances, our sexual and emotional expectations, our whole biographies -- all the bits and
pieces of our unique existences.

- Carter, Angela



Every man has been brought up with the idea that decent women don't pop in and out of
bed; he has always been told by his mother that nice girls don't. He finds, of course, when
he gets older that this may be untrue -- but only in a certain section of society.

- Cartland, Barbara

Much more than our other needs and endeavors, it is sexuality that puts us on an even
footing with our kind: the more we practice it, the more we become like everyone else: it is
in the performance of a reputedly bestial function that we prove our status as citizens:
nothing is more public than the sexual act.

- Cioran, E. M.

In the beginning, | wanted to enter what was essentially a man's field. | wanted to prove |
could do it. Then | found that when | did as well as the men in the field | got more credit for
my work because | am a woman, which seems unfair.

- Clark, Eugenie

The real problem between the sexes is that for men, sex is a gender-underliner, they need
it for their egos. We don't need sex to make us feel we are the person we need to be.

- Clewlow, Carol

The more developed sexual passion, in both sexes, is very largely an emotion of power,
domination, or appropriation. There is no state of feeling that says mine, mine, more

fiercely.



- Cooley, Charles Horton

Sex is the last refuge of the miserable.

- Crisp, Quentin

Sex is a short cut to everything.

- Cumming, Anne

If it weren't for pickpockets, I'd have no sex life at all.

- Dangerfield, Rodney

The act of sex, gratifying as it may be, is God's joke on humanity. It is man's last
desperate stand at superintendency.

- Davis, Bette

Women's Liberation calls it enslavement but the real truth about the sexual revolution is
that it has made of sex an almost chaotically limitless and therefore unmanageable realm
in the life of women.

- Decter, Midge

Sex. In America an obsession. In other parts of the world a fact.

- Dietrich, Marlene



You can't remember sex. You can remember the fact of it, and recall the setting, and even
the details, but the sex of the sex cannot be remembered, the substantive truth of it, it is
by nature self-erasing, you can remember its anatomy and be left with a judgment as to
the degree of your liking of it, but whatever it is as a splurge of being, as a loss, as a
charge of the conviction of love stopping your heart like your execution, there is no
memory of it in the brain, only the deduction that it happened and that time passed,
leaving you with a silhouette that you want to fill in again.

- Doctorow, E. L.

There was a lot of tabloid journalism about my supposed sex addiction. Bullshit. It's all
bullshit. | mean, come on, | never pretended to be a saint. But give me a break.

- Douglas, Michael

Sexism is the foundation on which all tyranny is built. Every social form of hierarchy and
abuse is modeled on male-over-female domination.

- Dworkin, Andrea

No woman needs intercourse; few women escape it.

- Dworkin, Andrea

What will happen to sex after liberation? Frankly, | don't know. It is a great mystery to all
of us.

- Ephron, Nora



We do not understand these Americans who, like adolescents, always speak of sex, and
who, like adolescents, all of a sudden have discovered that sex is good not only for
procreating children.

- Fallaci, Oriana

Sex is two plus two making five, rather than four. Sex is the X ingredient that you can't
define, and it's that X ingredient between two people that make both a man and a woman
good in bed. It's all relative. There are no rules.

- Feldman, Marty

Older women are best, because they always think they may be doing it for the last time.

- Fleming, lan

Marital intercourse is certainly holy, lawful and praiseworthy in itself and profitable to
society, yet in certain circumstances it can prove dangerous, as when through excess the
soul is made sick with venial sin, or through the violation and perversion of its primary
end, killed by mortal sin; such perversion, detestable in proportion to its departure from
the true order, being always mortal sin, for it is never lawful to exclude the primary end of
marriage which is the procreation of children.

- Francis De Sales, St.

We must reckon with the possibility that something in the nature of the sexual instinct
itself is unfavorable to the realization of complete satisfaction.

- Freud, Sigmund



Sexual love is undoubtedly one of the chief things in life, and the union of mental and
bodily satisfaction in the enjoyment of love is one of its culminating peaks. Apart from a
few queer fanatics, all the world knows this and conducts its life accordingly; science
alone is too delicate to admit it.

- Freud, Sigmund

A woman is handicapped by her sex, and handicaps society, either by slavishly copying
the pattern of man's advance in the professions, or by refusing to compete with man at all.

- Friedan, Betty

Instead of fulfilling the promise of infinite orgasmic bliss, sex in the America of the
feminine mystique is becoming a strangely joyless national compulsion, if not a
contemptuous mockery.

- Friedan, Betty

| have urged on woman independence of man, not that | do not think the sexes mutually
needed by one another, but because in woman this fact has led to an excessive devotion,
which has cooled love, degraded marriage and prevented it her sex from being what it
should be to itself or the other. | wish woman to live, first for God's sake. Then she will not
take what is not fit for her from a sense of weakness and poverty. Then if she finds what
she needs in man embodied, she will know how to love and be worthy of being loved.

- Fuller, Margaret



Of all the sexual aberrations, perhaps the most peculiar is chastity.

- Gourmont, Remy De

If | were asked for a one line answer to the question What makes a woman good in bed? |
would say, A man who is good in bed.

- Guccione, Bob

The misogyny that shapes every aspect of our civilization is the institutionalized form of
male fear and hatred of what they have denied and therefore cannot know, cannot share:
that wild country, the being of women.

- Guin, Ursula K. Le

Sex can no longer be the germ, the seed of fiction. Sex is an episode, most properly
conveyed in an episodic manner, quickly, often ironically. It is a bursting forth of only one
of the cells in the body of the omnipotent |, the one who hopes by concentration of tone
and voice to utter the sound of reality.

- Hardwick, Elizabeth

Vibrators. | think they are great. They keep you out of stupid sex. I'd pitch them to
anybody.

- Heche, Anne

| find it extraordinary that a straightforward if inelegant device for ensuring the survival of

the species should involve human beings in such emotional turmoil. Does sex have to be



taken so seriously?

- James, P. D.

| can live without it all -- love with its blood pump, sex with its messy hungers, men with
their peacock strutting, their silly sexual baggage, their wet tongues in my ear.

- Jong, Erica

If any of us hopes to survive, s/he must meet the extremity of the American female
condition with immediate and political response. The thoroughly destructive and
indefensible subjugation of the majority of Americans cannot continue except at the peril
of the entire body politic.

- Jordan, June

There are very few jobs that actually require a penis or vagina. All other jobs should be
open to everybody.

- Kennedy, Florynce R.

Intercourse with a woman is sometimes a satisfactory substitute for masturbation. But it
takes a lot of imagination to make it work.

- Kraus, Karl

Sexual intercourse began in 1963 (which was rather late for me) -- Between the end of the
Chatterley ban and the Beatles first LP.

- Larkin, Philip
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| am sure no other civilization, not even the Romans, has showed such a vast proportion
of ignominious and degraded nudity, and ugly, squalid dirty sex. Because no other
civilization has driven sex into the underworld, and nudity to the W.C.

- Lawrence, D. H.

That our popular art forms have become so obsessed with sex has turned the U.S.A into
a nation of hobbledehoys; as if grown people don't have more vital concerns, such as
taxes, inflation, dirty politics, earning a living, getting an education, or keeping out of jail.

- Loos, Anita

There is nothing safe about sex. There never will be.

- Mailer, Norman

The passion between the sexes has appeared in every age to be so nearly the same, that
it may always be considered, in algebraic language as a given quantity.

- Malthus, Thomas Robert

Whoever named it necking is a poor judge of anatomy.

- Marx, Groucho

For those for whom the sex act has come to seem mechanical and merely the meeting

and manipulation of body parts, there often remains a hunger which can be called
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metaphysical but which is not recognized as such, and which seeks satisfaction in
physical danger, or sometimes in torture, suicide, or murder.

- Mcluhan, Marshall

Much of the ill-tempered railing against women that has characterized the popular writing
of the last two years is a half-hearted attempt to find a way back to a more balanced
relationship between our biological selves and the world we have built. So women are
scolded both for being mothers and for not being mothers, for wanting to eat their cake
and have it too, and for not wanting to eat their cake and have it too.

- Mead, Margaret

Continental people have sex lives; the English have hot-water bottles.

- Mikes, George

| feel all these jitters when | wake up in the morning. Just energy jitters. When I'm having
sex, | don't have that.

- Milano, Alyssa

What holds the world together, as | have learned from bitter experience, is sexual
intercourse.

- Miller, Henry

Sex is one of the nine reasons for reincarnation. The other eight are unimportant.

- Miller, Henry
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Coitus can scarcely be said to take place in a vacuum; although of itself it appears a
biological and physical activity, it is set so deeply within the larger context of human affairs
that it serves as a charged microcosm of the variety of attitudes and values to which
culture subscribes. Among other things, it may serve as a model of sexual politics on an
individual or personal plane.

- Millet, Kate

However muted its present appearance may be, sexual dominion obtains nevertheless as
perhaps the most pervasive ideology of our culture and provides its most fundamental
concept of power.

- Millet, Kate

After mature deliberation of counsel, the good Queen to establish a rule and immutable
example unto all posterity, for the moderation and required modesty in a lawful marriage,
ordained the number of six times a day as a lawful, necessary and competent limit.

- Montaigne, Michel Eyquem De

Sex is the mysticism of materialism and the only possible religion in a materialistic society.

- Muggeridge, Malcolm

Skill makes love unending.

- Ovid
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We should teach general ethics to both men and women, but sexual relationships
themselves must not be policed. Sex, like the city streets, would be risk-free only in
totalitarian regimes.

- Paglia, Camille

You have to accept the fact that part of the sizzle of sex comes from the danger of sex.
You can be overpowered.

- Paglia, Camille

It's very liberating to be naked in front of a hundred people, but there's nothing sexual
about lovemaking on a movie set.

- Paxton, Bill

| know it does make people happy, but to me it is just like having a cup of tea.

- Payne, Cynthia

In particular I may mention Sophocles the poet, who was once asked in my presence,
How do you feel about love, Sophocles? are you still capable of it? to which he replied,
Hush! if you please: to my great delight | have escaped from it, and feel as if | had
escaped from a frantic and savage master. | thought then, as | do now, that he spoke
wisely. For unquestionably old age brings us profound repose and freedom from this and
other passions.

- Plato
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There goes a saying, and 'twas shrewdly said, Old fish at table, but young flesh in bed.

- Pope, Alexander

The backseat produced the sexual revolution.

- Rubin, Jerry

Sex is as important as eating or drinking and we ought to allow the one appetite to be
satisfied with as little restraint or false modesty as the other.

- Sade, Marquis De

A mutual and satisfied sexual act is of great benefit to the average woman, the magnetism
of it is health giving. When it is not desired on the part of the woman and she gives no
response, it should not take place. The submission of her body without love or desire is
degrading to the woman's finer sensibility, all the marriage certificates on earth to the
contrary notwithstanding.

- Sanger, Margaret

Hair is another name for sex.

- Sassoon, Vidal

Making love? It's a communion with a woman. The bed is the holy table. There | find

passion -- and purification.
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- Sharif, Omar

What does good in bed mean to me? When I'm sick and | stay home from school propped
up with lots of pillows watching TV and my mom brings me soup -- that's good in bed.

- Shields, Brooke

My favorite thing in the world is a box of fine European chocolates which is, for sure,
better than sex.

- Silverstone, Alicia

No man can call himself liberal, or radical, or even a conservative advocate of fair play, if
his work depends in any way on the unpaid or underpaid labor of women at home, or in
the office.

- Steinem, Gloria

Any woman who chooses to behave like a full human being should be warned that the
armies of the status quo will treat her as something of a dirty joke. That's their natural and
first weapon. She will need her sisterhood.

- Steinem, Gloria

All nature's creatures join to express nature's purpose. Somewhere in their mounting and
mating, rutting and butting is the very secret of nature itself.

- Swift, Graham
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Society's double behavioral standard for women and for men is, in fact, a more effective
deterrent than economic discrimination because it is more insidious, less tangible.
Economic disadvantages involve ascertainable amounts, but the very nature of societal
value judgments makes them harder to define, their effects harder to relate.

- Tucker, Anne

The law of God, as quite plainly expressed in woman's construction, is this: There shall be
no limit put upon your intercourse with the other sex sexually, at any time of life. During
twenty-three days in every month (in the absence of pregnancy) from the time a woman is
seven years old till she dies of old age, she is ready for action, and competent. As
competent as the candlestick is to receive the candle. Competent every day, competent
every night. Also, she wants that candle -- yearns for it, longs for it, hankers after it, as
commanded by the law of God in her heart.

- Twain, Mark

Sex without love is an empty experience, but as empty experiences go it's one of the best.

- Unknown, Source

What more fiendish proof of cosmic irresponsibility than a Nature which, having invented
sex as a way to mix genes, then permits to arise, amid all its perfumed and hypnotic
inducements to mate, a tireless tribe of spirochetes and viruses that torture and kill us for
following orders?

- Updike, John
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Sex is like money; only too much is enough.

- Updike, John

Sex is a conversation carried out by other means. If you get on well out of bed, half the
problems of bed are solved.

- Ustinov, Peter

Sex is. There is nothing more to be done about it. Sex builds no roads, writes no novels
and sex certainly gives no meaning to anything in life but itself.

- Vidal, Gore

| never miss a chance to have sex or appear on television.

- Vidal, Gore

Sex is more exciting on the screen and between the pages than between the sheets.

- Warhol, Andy

All this fuss about sleeping together. For physical pleasure I'd sooner go to my dentist any
day.

- Waugh, Evelyn

There comes a moment in the day when you have written your pages in the morning,

18



attended to your correspondence in the afternoon, and have nothing further to do. Then
comes that hour when you are bored; that's the time for sex.

- Wells, H.G.

| am, | must confess, suspicious of those who denounce others for having too much sex.
At what point does a healthy amount become too much? There are, of course, those who
suffer because their desire for sex has become compulsive; in their case the drive
(loneliness, guilt) is at fault, not the activity as such. When morality is discussed |
invariably discover, halfway into the conversation, that what is meant are not the great
ethical questions but the rather dreary business of sexual habit, which to my mind is an
aesthetic rather than an ethical issue.

- White, Edmund

Inevitably we look upon society, so kind to you, so harsh to us, as an ill-fitting form that
distorts the truth; deforms the mind; fetters the will.

- Woolf, Virginia
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