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We are all androgynous, not only because we are all born of a woman impregnated by the

seed of a man but because each of us, helplessly and forever, contains the other -- male

in female, female in male, white in black and black in white. We are a part of each other.

Many of my countrymen appear to find this fact exceedingly inconvenient and even unfair,

and so, very often, do I. But none of us can do anything about it.

 - Baldwin, James

 

In sex we have the source of man's true connection with the cosmos and of his servile

dependence. The categories of sex, male and female, are cosmic categories, not merely

anthropological categories.

 - Berdyaev, Nicolai A.

 

After centuries of conditioning of the female into the condition of perpetual girlishness

called femininity, we cannot remember what femaleness is. Though feminists have been

arguing for years that there is a self-defining female energy, and a female libido that is not

expressed merely in response to demands by the male, and a female way of being and of

experiencing the world, we are still not close to understanding what it might be. Yet every

mother who has held a girl child in her arms has known that she was different from a boy

child and that she would approach the reality around her in a different way. She is a

female and she will die female, and though many centuries should pass, archaeologists

would identify her skeleton as the remains of a female creature.
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 - Greer, Germaine

 

The multitude will hardly believe the excessive force of education, and in the difference of

modesty between men and women, ascribe that to nature, which is altogether owing to

early instruction: Miss is scarce three years old, but she's spoke to every day to hide her

leg, and rebuked in good earnest if she shows it; whilst little Master at the same age is bid

to take up his coats, and piss like a man.

 - Mandeville, Bernard

 

The loss of sex polarity is part and parcel of the larger disintegration, the reflex of the

soul's death, and coincident with the disappearance of great men, great deeds, great

causes, great wars, etc.

 - Miller, Henry

 

Perhaps nothing is so depressing an index of the inhumanity of the male-supremacist

mentality as the fact that the more genial human traits are assigned to the underclass:

affection, response to sympathy, kindness, cheerfulness.

 - Millet, Kate

 

In the theory of gender I began from zero. There is no masculine power or privilege I did

not covet. But slowly, step by step, decade by decade, I was forced to acknowledge that

even a woman of abnormal will cannot escape her hormonal identity.

 - Paglia, Camille
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To be sure he's a Man, the male must see to it that the female be clearly a Woman, the

opposite of a Man, that is, the female must act like a faggot.

 - Solanis, Valerie

 

It would be futile to attempt to fit women into a masculine pattern of attitudes, skills and

abilities and disastrous to force them to suppress their specifically female characteristics

and abilities by keeping up the pretense that there are no differences between the sexes.

 - Stassinopoulos, Arianna

 

Except for their genitals, I don't know what immutable differences exist between men and

women. Perhaps there are some other unchangeable differences; probably there are a

number of irrelevant differences. But it is clear that until social expectations for men and

women are equal, until we provide equal respect for both sexes, answers to this question

will simply reflect our prejudices.

 - Weisstein, Naomi

 

It would be a thousand pities if women wrote like men, or lived like men, or looked like

men, for if two sexes are quite inadequate, considering the vastness and variety of the

world, how should we manage with one only? Ought not education to bring out and fortify

the differences rather than the similarities? For we have too much likeness as it is, and if

an explorer should come back and bring word of other sexes looking through the

branches of other trees at other skies, nothing would be of greater service to humanity;

and we should have the immense pleasure into the bargain of watching Professor X rush

for his measuring-rods to prove himself superior.

 - Woolf, Virginia
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Different though the sexes are, they inter-mix. In every human being a vacillation from one

sex to the other takes place, and often it is only the clothes that keep the male or female

likeness, while underneath the sex is very opposite of what it is above.

 - Woolf, Virginia
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