Quotes bookmarked by Margaret McDiarmid
on QuotationsBook.com

Tears are sometimes an inappropriate response to death. When a life has been lived
completely honestly, completely successfully, or just completely, the correct response to
death's perfect punctuation mark is a smile.
- Burchill, Julie

Never does one feel oneself so utterly helpless as in trying to speak comfort for great
bereavement. I will not try it. Time is the only comforter for the loss of a mother.
- Carlyle, Jane Welsh

The death of a dear friend, wife, brother, lover, which seemed nothing but privation,
somewhat later assumes the aspect of a guide or genius; for it commonly operates
revolutions in our way of life, terminates an epoch of infancy or of youth which was waiting
to be closed, breaks up a wonted occupation, or a household, or style of living, and allows
the formation of new ones more friendly to the growth of character.
- Emerson, Ralph Waldo

The sorrow for the dead is the only sorrow from which we refuse to be divorced. Every
other wound we seek to heal -- every other affliction to forget: but this wound we consider
it a duty to keep open -- this affliction we cherish and brood over in solitude.
- Irving, Washington
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If, as I can't help suspecting, the dead also feel the pains of separation (and this may be
one of their purgatorial sufferings), then for both lovers, and for all pairs of lovers without
exception, bereavement is a universal and integral part of our experience of love.
- Lewis, C. S.

We feel at first as if some opportunities of kindness and sympathy were lost, but learn
afterward that any pure grief is ample recompense for all. That is, if we are faithful; -- for a
spent grief is but sympathy with the soul that disposes events, and is as natural as the
resin of Arabian trees. -- Only nature has a right to grieve perpetually, for she only is
innocent. Soon the ice will melt, and the blackbirds sing along the river which he
frequented, as pleasantly as ever. The same everlasting serenity will appear in this face of
God, and we will not be sorrowful, if he is not.
- Thoreau, Henry David

When we suffer anguish we return to early childhood because that is the period in which
we first learnt to suffer the experience of total loss. It was more than that. It was the period
in which we suffered more total losses than in all the rest of our life put together.
- Berger, John

Pain hardens, and great pain hardens greatly, whatever the comforters say, and suffering
does not ennoble, though it may occasionally lend a certain rigid dignity of manner to the
suffering frame.
- Byatt, Antonia S.
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There is immunity in reading, immunity in formal society, in office routine, in the company
of old friends and in the giving of officious help to strangers, but there is no sanctuary in
one bed from the memory of another. The past with its anguish will break through every
defense-line of custom and habit; we must sleep and therefore we must dream.
- Connolly, Cyril

When the heart grieves over what is has lost, the spirit rejoices over what it has left.
- Epigram, Sufi

Grief knits two hearts in closer bonds than happiness ever can; and common sufferings
are far stronger links than common joys.
- Lamartine, Alphonse De

Animals have these advantages over man: They have no theologians to instruct them,
their funerals cost them nothing, and no one starts lawsuits over their wills.
- Voltaire

There is no cure for birth and death save to enjoy the interval. The dark background which
death supplies brings out the tender colors of life in all their purity.
- Santayana, George

Those who have lived a good life do not fear death, but meet it calmly, and even long for it
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in the face of great suffering. But those who do not have a peaceful conscience, dread
death as though life means nothing but physical torment. The challenge is to live our life
so that we will be prepared for death when it comes.
- Unknown, Source

Death is not an event in life: we do not live to experience death. If we take eternity to
mean not infinite temporal duration but timelessness, then eternal life belongs to those
who live in the present.
- Wittgenstein, Ludwig

Human life consists in mutual service. No grief, pain, misfortune, or broken heart, is
excuse for cutting off one's life while any power of service remains. But when all
usefulness is over, when one is assured of an unavoidable and imminent death, it is the
simplest of human rights to choose a quick and easy death in place of a slow and horrible
one.
- Gillman, Charlotte P.

One of the most obvious facts about grownups to a child is that they have forgotten what it
is like to be a child.
- Jarrell, Randall

False friendship, like the ivy, decays and ruins the walls it embraces; but true friendship
gives new life and animation to the object it supports.
- Burton, Sir Richard
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Friendship often ends in love; but love in friendship, never.
- Colton, Charles Caleb

Friendships that have stood the test of time and chance are surely best, Brows may
wrinkle, hair grow gray, Friendship never knows decay.
- Unknown, Source

A marriage is a series of friendships. Love serves as its underlying theme. Friendships
provide it with the new challenges around which the relationship further develops. Each
type of friendship with ones partner comes into being, rises to a peak of enthusiasm, and
then wanes away in our cedar chest of sentimental values. Every once in a while we go to
the chest and draw out a friendship item to give us a shot in the arm. Then we put it away
till another day.
- Unknown, Source

What sweetness is left in life, if you take away friendship? Robbing life of friendship is like
robbing the world of the sun. A true friend is more to be esteemed than kinsfolk.
- Cicero, Marcus T.

To each one of us friendship has a different meaning. For all of us it is a gift. Friendship
needs to be cherished and nurtured. It needs to be cultivated on a daily basis. Then shall
it germinate and yield its fruit.
- Unknown, Source
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We have heard much of the phrase, peace and friendship. This phrase, in expressing the
aspiration of America, is not complete. We should say instead, peace and friendship, in
freedom. This, I think, is America's real message to the rest of the world.
- Eisenhower, Dwight D.

If cooking becomes an art form rather than a means of providing a reasonable diet, then
something is clearly wrong.
- Jaine, Tom

The glue that holds all relationships together -- including the relationship between the
leader and the led is trust, and trust is based on integrity.
- Tracy, Brian

When you make a commitment to a relationship, you invest your attention and energy in it
more profoundly because you now experience ownership of that relationship.
- Angelis, Barbara De

But then they danced down the street like dingledodies, and I shambled after as I've been
doing all my life after people who interest me, because the only people for me are the
mad ones, the ones who are mad to live, mad to talk, mad to be saved, desirous of
everything at the same time, the ones who never yawn or say a commonplace thing, but
burn, burn, burn, like fabulous yellow roman candles exploding like spiders across the
stars and in the middle you see the blue centerlight pop and everybody goes "Awww!"
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- Kerouac, Jack

Genius is one percent inspiration and ninety-nine percent perspiration.
- Edison, Thomas A.

Only poetry inspires poetry.
- Emerson, Ralph Waldo

The good life is one inspired by life and guided by knowledge.
- Russell, Bertrand
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