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Widows are divided into two classes -- the bereaved and relieved.
- Robinson, Victor

If, as I can't help suspecting, the dead also feel the pains of separation (and this may be
one of their purgatorial sufferings), then for both lovers, and for all pairs of lovers without
exception, bereavement is a universal and integral part of our experience of love.
- Lewis, C. S.

When we honestly ask ourselves which person in our lives mean the most to us, we often
find that it is those who, instead of giving advice, solutions, or cures, have chosen rather
to share our pain and touch our wounds with a warm and tender hand. The friend who can
be silent with us in a moment of despair or confusion, who can stay with us in an hour of
grief and bereavement, who can tolerate now knowing, not curing, not healing and face
with us the reality of our powerlessness, that is a friend who cares.
- Nouwen, Henri

Dear Madam,I have been shown in the files of the War Department a statement of the
Adjutant General of Massachusetts, that you are the mother of five sons who have died
gloriously on the field of battle. I feel how weak and fruitless must be any words of mine
which should attempt to beguile you from the grief of a loss so overwhelming. But I cannot
refrain from tendering to you the consolation that may be found in the thanks of the
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Republic they died to save. I pray that our Heavenly Father may assuage the anguish of
your bereavement, and leave you only the cherished memory of the loved and lost, and
the solemn pride that must be yours, to have laid so costly a sacrifice upon the altar of
Freedom. Yours, very sincerely and respectfully.
- Lincoln, Abraham
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