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Progress is impossible without change, and those who cannot change their minds cannot
change anything.
- Shaw, George Bernard

Words are alive; cut them and they bleed.
- Emerson, Ralph Waldo

Where there is love there is life.
- Gandhi, Mahatma

They do not love that do not show their love. The course of true love never did run
smooth. Love is a familiar. Love is a devil. There is no evil angel but Love.
- Shakespeare, William

Love seeks no cause beyond itself and no fruit; it is its own fruit, its own enjoyment. I love
because I love; I love in order that I may love.
- Bernard, St.

Let the world know you as you are, not as you think you should be, because sooner or
later, if you are posing, you will forget the pose, and then where are you?
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- Brice, Fanny

Our greatest pretenses are built up not to hide the evil and the ugly in us, but our
emptiness. The hardest thing to hide is something that is not there.
- Hoffer, Eric

We live in a wonderful world that is full of beauty, charm and adventure. There is no end
to the adventures that we can have if only we seek them with our eyes open.
- Nehru, Jawaharlal

Who dares nothing, need hope for nothing.
- Schiller, Johann Friedrich Von

You can't cross the sea merely by standing and staring at the water. Don't let yourself
indulge in vain wishes.
- Tagore, Rabindranath

Let there be nothing within thee that is not very beautiful and very gentle, and there will be
nothing without thee that is not beautiful and softened by the spell of thy presence.
- Allen, James

Things are beautiful if you love them.
- Anouilh, Jean
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An eye for eye only ends up making the whole world blind.
- Gandhi, Mahatma

Be the change you want to see in the world.
- Gandhi, Mahatma

You must live in the present, launch yourself on every wave, find your eternity in each
moment.
- Thoreau, Henry David

A large volume of adventures may be grasped within this little span of life, by him who
interests his heart in everything.
- Sterne, Laurence

By words the mind is winged.
- Aristophanes

That is happiness: to be dissolved into something complete and great.
- Cather, Willa

I am a dreamer of words, of written words. I think I am reading; a word stops me. I leave
the page. The syllables of the word begin to move around. Stressed accents begin to
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invert. The word abandons its meaning like an overload which is too heavy and prevents
dreaming. Then words take on other meanings as if they had the right to be young. And
the words wander away, looking in the nooks and crannies of vocabulary for new
company, bad company.
- Bachelard, Gaston

All words are pegs to hang ideas on.
- Beecher, Henry Ward

There are words which sever hearts more than sharp swords; there are words the point of
which sting the heart through the course of a whole life.
- Bremer, Frederika

It is old age, rather than death, that is to be contrasted with life. Old age is life's parody,
whereas death transforms life into a destiny: in a way it preserves it by giving it the
absolute dimension. Death does away with time.
- Beauvoir, Simone De

The modern picture of the artist began to form: The poor, but free spirit, plebeian but
aspiring only to be classless, to cut himself forever free from the bonds of the greedy
bourgeoisie, to be whatever the fat burghers feared most, to cross the line wherever they
drew it, to look at the world in a way they couldn't see, to be high, live low, stay young
forever -- in short, to be the bohemian.
- Wolfe, Thomas
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A real book is not one that we read, but one that reads us.
- Auden, W. H.

Fortunately, somewhere between chance and mystery lies imagination, the only thing that
protects our freedom, despite the fact that people keep trying to reduce it or kill it off
altogether.
- Bunuel, Luis

There are no days in life so memorable as those which vibrate to some stroke of the
imagination.
- Emerson, Ralph Waldo

I like nonsense -- it wakes up the brain cells. Fantasy is a necessary ingredient in living.
It's a way of looking at life through the wrong end of a telescope... and that enables you to
laugh at all of life's realities.
- Seuss, Dr.

One's real life is so often the life that one does not lead.
- Wilde, Oscar

The more powerful and original a mind, the more it will incline towards the religion of
solitude.
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- Huxley, Aldous

I love to see a young girl go out and grab the world by the lapels. Life's a bitch. You've got
to go out and kick ass.
- Angelou, Maya

These people abstain, it is true: but the bitch Sensuality glares enviously out of all they do.
- Nietzsche, Friedrich

Woman's destiny is to be wanton, like the bitch, the she-wolf; she must belong to all who
claim her.
- Sade, Marquis De

What is life? A frenzy. What is life? An illusion, a shadow, a fiction. And the greatest good
is trivial; for all life is a dream and all dreams are dreams.
- Calderon de la Barca, Pedro

Life loves to be taken by the lapel and told: I'm with you kid. Let's go.
- Angelou, Maya

The energy of the mind is the essence of life.
- Aristotle
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You don't get to choose how you're going to die, or when. You can decide how you're
going to live now.
- Baez, Joan

Life is raw material. We are artisans. We can sculpt our existence into something
beautiful, or debase it into ugliness. It's in our hands.
- Better, Cathy

Life is not lost by dying; life is lost minute by minute, day by dragging day, in all the
thousand small uncaring ways.
- Benet, Stephen Vincent

Life is short, but it's long enough to ruin any man who wants to be ruined.
- Billings, Josh

The essential conditions of everything you do must be choice, love, passion.
- Boulanger, Nadia

Your life and my life flow into each other as wave flows into wave, and unless there is
peace and joy and freedom for you, there can be no real peace or joy or freedom for me.
To see reality--not as we expect it to be but as it is--is to see that unless we live for each
other and in and through each other, we do not really live very satisfactorily; that there can
really be life only where there really is, in just this sense, love.
- Buechner, Frederick
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Hope is the golden thread that should be woven into every experience of life.
- Unknown, Source

You can cage the singer but not the song.
- Belafonte, Harry

A bird doesn't sing because it has an answer, it sings because it has a song.
- Angelou, Maya

A friend hears the song in my heart and sings it to me when my memory fails.
- Digest, Readers

My life has been one great big joke, a dance that's walked a song that's spoke, I laugh so
hard I almost choke when I think about myself.
- Angelou, Maya

Walk on a rainbow trail; walk on a trail of song, and all about you will be beauty. There is a
way out of every dark mist, over a rainbow trail.
- Navajo, Edward A.

What doesn't kill us makes us stronger.
- Nietzsche, Friedrich
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Far away there in the sunshine are my highest aspirations. I may not reach them, but I
can look up and see their beauty, believe in them, and try to follow where they lead.
- Alcott, Louisa May

Most people live and die with their music still unplayed. They never dare to try.
- Ash, Mary Kay

Aerodynamically the bumblebee shouldn't be able to fly, but the bumblebee doesn't know
that so it goes on flying anyway.
- Ash, Mary Kay

No pessimist ever discovered the secrets of the stars, or sailed to an uncharted land, or
opened a new heaven to the human spirit.
- Keller, Helen

For the perfect idler, for the passionate observer it becomes an immense source of
enjoyment to establish his dwelling in the throng, in the ebb and flow, the bustle, the
fleeting and the infinite. To be away from home and yet to feel at home anywhere; to see
the world, to be at the very center of the world, and yet to be unseen of the world, such
are some of the minor pleasures of those independent, intense and impartial spirits, who
do not lend themselves easily to linguistic definitions. The observer is a prince enjoying
his incognito wherever he goes.
- Baudelaire, Charles
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The man who has no imagination has no wings.
- Ali, Muhammad

When one realizes that his life is worthless he either commits suicide or travels.
- Dahlberg, Edward

Journeys, like artists, are born and not made. A thousand differing circumstances
contribute to them, few of them willed or determined by the will --whatever we may think.
- Durrell, Lawrence

A man should ever be ready booted to take his journey.
- Montaigne, Michel Eyquem De

Traveling is not just seeing the new; it is also leaving behind. Not just opening doors; also
closing them behind you, never to return. But the place you have left forever is always
there for you to see whenever you shut your eyes.
- Myrdal, Jan

To the person in the bell jar, blank and stopped as a dead baby, the world itself is the bad
dream.
- Plath, Sylvia
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“...I saw my life branching out before me like the green fig tree in the story.

From the tip of every branch, like a fat purple fig, a wonderful future beckoned and
winked. One fig was a husband and a happy home and children, and another fig was a
famous poet and another fig was a brilliant professor, and another fig was Ee Gee, the
amazing editor, and another fig was Europe and Africa and South America, and another
fig was Constantin and Socrates and Attila and a pack of other lovers with queer names
and offbeat professions, and another fig was an Olympic lady crew champion, and beyond
and above these figs were many more figs I couldn't quite make out.

I saw myself sitting in the crotch of this fig tree, starving to death, just because I couldn't
make up my mind which of the figs I would choose. I wanted each and every one of them,
but choosing one meant losing all the rest, and, as I sat there, unable to decide, the figs
began to wrinkle and go black, and, one by one, they plopped to the ground at my feet.

- Plath, Sylvia

For my part I know nothing with any certainty, but the sight of the stars makes me dream.
- Van Gogh, Vincent

If you hear a voice within you saying, You are not a painter, then by all means paint and
that voice will be silenced.
- Gogh, Vincent Van

I am not an adventurer by choice but by fate.
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- Gogh, Vincent Van

And yet a little tumult, now and then, is an agreeable quickener of sensation; such as a
revolution, a battle, or an adventure of any lively description.
- Byron, Lord

There are two kinds of adventurers: those who go truly hoping to find adventure and those
who go secretly hoping they won t.
- Trogdon, William

If one is master of one thing and understands one thing well, one has at the same time,
insight into and understanding of many things.
- Gogh, Vincent Van

I don't want to get to the end of my life and find that I have just lived the length of it. I want
to have lived the width of it as well.
- Ackerman, Diane

Every writer hopes or boldly assumes that his life is in some sense exemplary, that the
particular will turn out to be universal.
- Amis, Martin

A word is a bud attempting to become a twig. How can one not dream while writing? It is
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the pen which dreams. The blank page gives the right to dream.
- Bachelard, Gaston

Who wants to become a writer? And why? Because it's the answer to everything. To Why
am I here? To uselessness. It's the streaming reason for living. To note, to pin down, to
build up, to create, to be astonished at nothing, to cherish the oddities, to let nothing go
down the drain, to make something, to make a great flower out of life, even if it's a cactus.
- Bagnold, Enid

Every human being has hundreds of separate people living under his skin. The talent of a
writer is his ability to give them their separate names, identities, personalities and have
them relate to other characters living with him.
- Brooks, Mel

To withdraw myself from myself has ever been my sole, my entire, my sincere motive in
scribbling at all.
- Byron, Lord

I believe more in the scissors than I do in the pencil.
- Capote, Truman

Any man who can write a page of living prose adds something to our life, and the man
who can, as I can, is surely the last to resent someone who can do it even better. An artist
cannot deny art, nor would he want to. A lover cannot deny love.
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- Chandler, Raymond

Writing is an adventure. To begin with, it is a toy and an amusement. Then it becomes a
mistress, then it becomes a master, then it becomes a tyrant. The last phase is that just
as you are about to be reconciled to your servitude, you kill the monster and fling him to
the public.
- Churchill, Winston

The best way to become a successful writer is to read good writing, remember it, and then
forget where you remember it from.
- Fowler, Gene

Writing is easy. All you do is stare at a blank sheet of paper until drops of blood form on
your forehead.
- Fowler, Gene

Writing, at its best, is a lonely life. Organizations for writers palliate the writer's loneliness,
but I doubt if they improve his writing. He grows in public stature as he sheds his
loneliness and often his work deteriorates. For he does his work alone and if he is a good
enough writer he must face eternity, or the lack of it, each day.
- Hemingway, Ernest

There is nothing to writing. All you do is sit down at a typewriter and bleed.
- Hemingway, Ernest
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The greatest part of a writer's time is spent in reading, in order to write; a man will turn
over half a library to make one book.
- Johnson, Samuel

I'd rather be a lightning rod than a seismograph.
- Kesey, Ken

Everything you want is out there waiting for you to ask. Everything you want also wants
you. But you have to take action to get it.
- Canfield, Jack

True love makes the thought of death frequent, easy, without terrors; it merely becomes
the standard of comparison, the price one would pay for many things.
- Stendhal, Henri B.

To be yourself in a world that is constantly trying to make you something else is the
greatest accomplishment.
- Emerson, Ralph Waldo

People need to be made more aware of the need to work at learning how to live because
life is so quick and sometimes it goes away too quickly
- Warhol, Andy
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