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Edmund Valentine White Il (born January 13, 1940) is a novelist, short-story
writer and critic. He is also currently a fiction writing teacher and the director

of creative writing at Princeton University.

The AIDS epidemic has rolled back a big rotting log and revealed all the squirming life
underneath it, since it involves, all at once, the main themes of our existence: sex, death,
power, money, love, hate, disease and panic. No American phenomenon has been so
compelling since the Vietham War.

- White, Edmund

| am, | must confess, suspicious of those who denounce others for having too much sex.
At what point does a healthy amount become too much? There are, of course, those who
suffer because their desire for sex has become compulsive; in their case the drive
(loneliness, guilt) is at fault, not the activity as such. When morality is discussed |
invariably discover, halfway into the conversation, that what is meant are not the great
ethical questions but the rather dreary business of sexual habit, which to my mind is an
aesthetic rather than an ethical issue.

- White, Edmund
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