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Dennis Altman (1943-) was a Fullbright scholar at Cornell University in the
1960s when he met and began working with leading gay activists in the
United States. Returning to Australia in 1969, he taught politics at the
University of Sydney, and in 1971, published his book Homosexual:
Oppression and Liberation-considered an important intellectual contribution to

the ideas that shaped Australia's gay liberation movement.

Both the Moral Majority, who are recycling medieval language to explain AIDS, and those
ultra-leftists who attribute AIDS to some sort of conspiracy, have a clearly political analysis
of the epidemic. But even if one attributes its cause to a microorganism rather than the
wrath of God, or the workings of the CIA, it is clear that the way in which AIDS has been
perceived, conceptualized, imagined, researched and financed makes this the most
political of diseases.

- Altman, Dennis
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